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EPILEPSIA. Edited by Sir Francis Walshe. Vol. 1, Part 1. (Pp. 116. 57s. per volume.)
Amsterdam: Elsevier (Agents, D. van Nostrand, 358 Kensington High Street, London,
W.14), 1959.
"EPILEPSIA," which is the oflicial organ of the "International League against Epilepsy," has,
until March, 1959, been published once a year, but it is now under a new editorial board, and
they intend to publish the new "Epilepsia" quarterly.
As the editors point out, it will have only a limited appeal, but with recent advances in
epilepsy, it is difficult to find space in neurological journals for the wealth of material resulting
from clinical and neurophysiological research. In some ways it is a pity to divorce a symptom
from the body of medicine, but this journal should provide material of interest for the
neurologist, neurosurgeon, neurophysiologist, and biochemist.
The first number contains articles from Britain, France, Germany, U.S.A., Czechoslovakia,
and Ireland, and it is pleasant to read that the editors prefer papers to be written in English.
J. H. D. M.
A SYNOPSIS OF SKIN DISEASES. By Bethel E. R. Solomons, jun., M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.I.
(Pp. 304; figs. 14. 30s.) Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd., 1959.
THIS is the first of the well-known synopsis series to be concerned with dermatology and,
judging by the popularity of the other members of this series, this particular volume is
likely to be eminently successful. The book is obviously not meant to be read from cover to
cover, but rather to be used as a reference book by a medical student when he sees or hears
of a somewhat unusual skin disease, or perhaps even by a general practitioner who wants
quickly to find out what is known about some obscure condition which has been diagnosed
in one of his patients. It serves this purpose admirably and contains a truly astonishing
amount of information clearly set out in note form. It would be impossible for a medical
student to learn dermatology from this book alone, it would have to be used as an appendix
to a more orthodox textbook. If this is borne in mind then one would strongly recommend it.
J. M. B.
NOBODY NEED BE FAT. By Robert Kemp, T.D., M.D., M.R.C.P. (Pp. 150; 12s. 6d.)
London: Heinemann Medical Books, 1959.
THIS book is directed mainly to the non-medical reader. It explains in simple terms the
dangers of obesity and the various treatments that have been used for its correction.
The author is an advocate of the currently popular approach initiated by a layman, William
Banting, almost one hundred years ago. This regime, in which carbohydrates, rather than total
calories, are regarded as the chief hazards in the management of weight reduction, has gained
recent support from the work of Professor Kekwick and his associates.
The book, in its present form, can be recommended as a suitable source of advice for the
enquiring patient. It probably has only a limited usefulness to the medically qualified reader.
It should, however, be added that what it sets out to do (as regards the lay reader) it does
exceedingly well. J. A. W.
THE JOHNSON RECORDING OSCILLOMETER. By Carl A. Johnson, M.S., M.D.
(Pp. vii+ 112; figs. 71. 30s.) London: Pergamon Press, 1959.
THIS monograph presents a detailed description of the Johnson recording oscillometer which
records the calibrated arterial volume pulse without arterial puncture from anywhere in the
extremities, the temporal artery, the brain, and the intraorbital tissues. As well as describing
the nmachine itself and the methods of applying it, the data from its use in the various parts
of the body are given. This apparatus must be regarded as having its main use in research,
and except for specialized centres it is difficult to see how it could be of use in routine clinical
work. H. C. D.
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